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BACKGROUND:  
MILLION ARTIST  
MOVEMENT
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The Million Artist Movement (MAM) is a global 
vision and movement that believes in the role 
of Art in the campaign to dismantle oppressive 
racist systems against Black, Brown, Indigenous 
and disenfranchised peoples.   
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As a network of committed artists and  
activists that are speaking out as survivors  
of oppression, we stand at the nexus of  
art and politics.

Using ART as an agent to coalesce people,  
art, and power into change. 
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BACKGROUND:  
POWER TREE  
FRAMEWORK AND QUILT
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The Power Tree represents a framework  
for the movement.  It guides the work of  
the Million Artist Movement and illustrates  
the vision of MAM.  
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Imagined out of the need to bring together  
and recognize the many powerful initiatives 
working for the liberation of Black people 
around the world.

Connecting to one another so that we can see 
our contributions to the larger movement.   
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It embodies the extensive power we the 
people have to resist, rise up, celebrate, honor, 
dismantle, revolt, imagine, and build together.
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The strength of a tree is in its roots; the 
same is true for the movement.  Therefore 
the roots represent the critical work that we 
must do to be grounded; 1) Explicate/Claim/
Reclaim our narratives, 2) Honor and remember 
stolen lives, 3) Recognize and learn from our 
REVOLUTIONARIES, SHEROS, AND ANCESTORS.  
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The trunk is what we are after, Black liberation 
and freedom; a world without oppression where 
humanity is celebrated. 
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The branches represent the diverse 
contributions of individuals and groups  
to the struggle for liberation – the myriad  
of ways that the movement is manifesting  
and growing.   
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No tree can survive without water and our 
movement is watered by LOVE.
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OBJECTIVE: 
JOIN THE MOVEMENT
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A panel is a single fabric square that is  
sewn into the Power Tree Quilt.  

A panel is a 12” X 12” creative space  
with a 1” border.  

That means the total dimensions of the fabric 
panel is 14” X 14” (see illustration). 

MAKE YOUR PANEL
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Your panel can represent the Roots, Trunk, 
Branches, or Water of the Power Tree.

Roots = Lives stolen, Ancestors, Reclaim/
Explicate Narratives, Sheros, Revolutionaries

Trunk = Black Liberation, Pursuit of Justice, 
Liberty, Humanity, and Freedom

MAKE YOUR PANEL CON’T
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Branches = Contributions to the struggle  
(e.g. an organization, individual, march,  
sit-in, hugging a child, a conversation, etc.)

Water = LOVE

MAKE YOUR PANEL CON’T
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Be creative.  

Draw or sew a picture.  

Use a revolutionary quote.  

Let your imagination run wild.

Work individually or with a group.  

The process can take as much or as  
little time as you desire.  

You can do research about your favorite visionary, 
tell a visual story, be literal or abstract.

23









www.millionartistmovement.org

27

In constructing your panel you might want to use 
some of the following techniques:

· APPLIQUE: Sew fabric, letters and small 
mementos onto the fabric panel. Do not rely on 

glue – it won’t last.

· PAINT: Brush on textile paint or color-fast dye, or 
use an indelible ink pen. Please don’t use “puffy” 

paint; it’s too sticky.

27
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· STENCILS: Trace your design onto the fabric panel 
with a pencil, lift the stencil, then use a brush to 

apply textile paint or indelible markers.

· COLLAGE: Make sure that whatever materials you 
add to the panel won’t tear the fabric (avoid glass 
and sequins for this reason), and be sure to avoid 

very bulky objects.

[WARNING: Most permanent markers will bleed 
through fabric; protect surface below with paper.]
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· PHOTOS: The best way to include photos or letters 
is to photocopy them onto iron-on transfers, iron 
them onto 100% cotton fabric and sew that fabric 
to the panel. You may also put the photo in clear 

plastic vinyl and sew it to the panel  
(off-center so it avoids the fold).

Here are some examples:
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Once you’ve completed your panel, be sure to 
write legibly your name and completion date in the 
1” border. This will allow Million Artist Movement 
to acknowledge you once the quilt is available for 

online viewing.

14”

14
”

Your name/date in the border
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“...an individual in 
consort with other 
persons could 
change the world.”

- FAITH RINGGOLD


